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CHAIRMAN’S REVIEW OF THE YEAR

It is my pleasure to
report on The Shirley
Foundation’s tenth year
of operation.

Our mission is
unchanged from last
year:
Facilitation and support
of pioneering projects
with strategic impact in
the field of Autism
Spectrum Disorders, with
particular emphasis on
medical research.

The foundation depends on the work of my co-trustees
Professor Eve Johnstone CBE, Michael Macfadyen and
Anne Menzies supported by part-time Administrators
Elizabeth Lake (who retired late 2005) and Nicole
Vosnakis. I thank them all.

Projects Concluded
Oxford University finalised its research project looking
at sleep disorders in children with autism.
"The research project has demonstrated that many
common, severe and persistent sleeplessness
problems experienced by children with autism spectrum
disorders can be readily treated, and that successful
treatment is associated with benefits for the child and
their family."
Professor Gregory Stores

The final tranche of our £10.1m grant to the Oxford
Internet Institute was also made this year. I continue
to serve on its Strategy Board.

"The Shirley Foundation has funded the Oxford Internet
Institute at Balliol College, Oxford University. The grants
given have helped us to make sense of and play our
part in shaping the knowledge society.”
Andrew Graham
Master of Balliol

Ongoing Projects
Autism Cymru, now sponsor of autismconnect,
maintained its strategic development.

"The support of The Shirley Foundation makes a
significant impact in Wales whereby Autism Cymru,
Wales' national charity for autism (which was set-up
with funding from the Foundation in 2001) has been
made S4C's Charity of the Year 2006. This is giving
autism a very high profile on Welsh Television during
the year, a very significant partnership between Autism
Cymru and Autism Northern Ireland has also
commenced.

“During the year Autism Cymru also delivered education
and training opportunities to over 1500 delegates; ran
the

world's largest on-line conference on autism
www.autism2005.org; received over 16000 genuine
visitors per month to its bi-lingual autism information
service for Wales www.awares.org; launched a major
partnership with North Wales Police aimed at the
prevention and support of people with autism coming
into contact with the Criminal Justice System; ran three
national fora for teachers in mainstream and special
schools in Wales; piloted a three day mainstream
schools and autism training programme, now taken up
by nine of Wales' 22 LEAs; and received two Early Day
Motions in the House of Commons commending its
pioneering work”
Hugh Morgan, Chief Executive

We have had little recent contact with West Midlands
Autistic Society’s Coddington School; despite staffing
difficulties due to its rural location and other operational
problems, the Society is repaying its long-term loan as
per schedule.

Some smaller projects started this year: “Autism –
State of the Global Science” was developed into my
lay lecture (June 2005) and article (November 2005) for
the Royal Society of Medicine; the Mental Health
Foundation started its update of our 1999 Economic
Aspects of Autism which had proved to be seminal
worldwide; and New Philanthropy Capital obtained co-
funders and prepared for its independent review of
social investment in autism spectrum disorders
(ASD). We also made a small grant in support of the
New York Center for Autism.

The year’s emphasis was on Autism Speaks,
rebranded from the National Alliance for Autism
Research (UK) funded last year. Led by Chief
Executive Hilary Gilfoy, Autism Speaks has made a
vigorous start in the UK. The infrastructure for
promotion and awareness raising and both direct and
indirect fundraising is in place and some initial grants
have been made according to its objective:

“To raise funds to accelerate biomedical research to
determine and understand the causes of autism
spectrum disorders; and through that understanding, to
discover and promote new ways of improving the
quality of life for all those affected.”

A Memorandum of Understanding between Autism
Speaks and the Prince Salman Center for Disability
Research in Saudi Arabia was signed shortly after our
year-end.

A retrospective summary of our first decade of grant
giving is on page 6.

Dame Stephanie Shirley
Chair of the Trustees
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THE FIRST DECADE
A review by Dame Stephanie Shirley, Chair of the Trustees

I shall now review The Shirley Foundation’s first decade of entrepreneurial giving – omitting the work for Autism Cymru,
Coddington School, New Philanthropy Capital, Oxford Internet Institute and Oxford University which feature in my
2005/6 Review.

The initial phase concentrated on procedural matters – and there were many – with a few miscellaneous donations to eg.
Bermuda Debate Society.

“The grant allowed us to organise a really memorable World Schools’ Debate Championships in 1997. It was a positive
turning point for debating in Bermuda.”

Tim Smith, President Bermuda Debating Society

Over the years most such relatively small grants were made anonymously.

Like many family foundations, The Shirley Foundation extended previous personal gifts. I had given three properties to
The Kingwood Trust to accommodate its pioneering support in the community for young adults (such as my son) with
autism who challenged existing services. The Shirley Foundation’s grants

“enabled us first to establish a management team and small head office. This in turn allowed us to increase the number
of people we support year on year.

“Most importantly we were able to focus on the mission of the Trust to pioneer new ways of supporting people with
autism to achieve their potential, work for which we have been widely recognised.”

Sonia Hornby, Chair

Kingwood, as it is now branded, today supports 41 people (another 20 are scheduled by 2008) in their own homes,
parental homes and in two of the original properties.

Similarly, I had long been involved with the Worshipful Company of Information Technologists and we investigated
how a grant might help this new IT livery company. A retired solicitor anonymously carried out this (and other) studies
which eventually resulted in a £5m gift.

“The generous support of The Shirley Foundation has enabled the charitable and
educational activities of the WCIT to be placed on a secure footing, with staff
appointed to manage and develop the Company’s work in these areas. Activities
such as our successful partnership with Lilian Baylis Technology School and our
national IT volunteering programme IT4Communities have been made possible
through this support, and have helped us to realise our vision of a modern livery
company which really does act as a vehicle for members to give something back to
the wider community.”

David Edwards, Operation Director

Our donation did not include press and publicity matters; so a City launch by Man on the Moon Buzz Aldin was my
personal gift.

Our initial Mission to be pioneering/strategic, concentrating on IT/autism reflected these two major projects.
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THE FIRST DECADE (cont’d)

There followed a number of projects, some in response to requests but more often proactively to meet some gap in
provisioning for those with autism. We clarified our growing understanding of the disorder as “not excluding Asperger’s
Syndrome.”

The All-Party Parliamentary Group on Autism (APPGA) is a backbench cross-party group of MPs and Peers who
share an interest in autism.

“The Financial support and encouragement the APPGA received from The Shirley Foundation during its first three years
lead to the development of our Manifesto which mapped out our ambitions. We are making headway in these”

Liz Blackman, Chair

A part-time Administrator and two senior Consultants were active during this phase of investigating potential projects,
grant giving and – on a non-executive basis – managing the resultant projects.

Our legal trustee, experienced inter alia in the learning disability sector, introduced me to the Mental Health Foundation
with its later development of the Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities. Both had considerable experience
in contracting out to researchers in many disciplines, and we funded them to carry out a number of autism-specific
projects. These ranged from booklets for parents, booklets for commissioners, the much-quoted 1999 report on
economic aspects which is currently being updated etc.

“Fundamental Facts has proved to be an invaluable resource for policy
makers, researchers and students.

“The funding for research on meeting the spiritual needs of people with
learning disabilities has enabled services to address this neglected area
of people’s lives. The Foundation for People with Learning Disabilities is
continuing the spirituality programme and is now making a video, Faith in
Practice, on including people with learning disabilities in faith
communities.”

Hazel Morgan, Co-Director

In Scotland

“Support from The Shirley Foundation has enabled us to move our organisation forward in a number of ways”

John McDonald, Chief Executive, Scottish Society for Autism.

We also gave a minor autism-specific grant to the Kaimes School in Edinburgh. In Wales, we made a strategic input to
Brondyffryn School for pupils with autism.

Similarly for Parents Autism Campaign for Education (PACE)

“The grant gave us crucial start-up funding so that we could develop from a small group of parents to a national
awareness-raising charity of considerable influence. Thanks to The Shirley Foundation, PACE was able to change policy
and legislation at Government level while building a network of hundreds of campaigning parents across the country.
PACE is now part of the National Development Team of TreeHouse – the national charity for autism education.”

Su Thomas, Founding parent and Chair
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An exciting project was at The Integrated Resource in Sheffield to provide a supported employment programme for
young adults with ASDs

An exception to our focus on autism was a grant made to express our respect for Project Director John Kinder, who had
long chaired the OK Club

“The Oxford Kilburn Youth Trust, is a youth and children’s centre in South Kilburn had started thinking about its site, to
provide appropriate, modern facilities for its youth work, and Dame Stephanie’s involvement at this point had an
enormous impact on our thinking. As an individual she encouraged the Club to think more creatively and ambitiously
about our plans. Furthermore, The Shirley Foundation provided the resources and professional advice at an early stage
of the project to help us to bring these thoughts to reality.”

Matt Parker, former Club Administrator

A number of projects were concerned with both autism and IT. There was a major development of a Virtual City at the
University of Nottingham; and several projects at the University of Birmingham led by the wonderful Rita Jordan,
including a post-experience diploma in caring for those with autism that is carried out, now internationally, over the web.
There was work at Manchester University, the University of Oxford and the University of Cambridge.

“Support from The Shirley Foundation has enabled us to study some of the difficulties that people with autism have in the
use of language. Using a technique involving the recording of electrical brain activity we have been able to shed light on
how people with autism work to understand sentences.”

Dr Howard Ring, Director of ERP Research, University of Cambridge

We funded a number of projects via the Cambridge Autism Research Centre

“The Shirley Foundation funded the production and evaluation of some new educational software on DVD which was
nominated for a BAFTA award.

“On the basis of this innovative technology, the Autism Research Centre (ARC) were contracted by the government to
develop an animation film for preschoolers with classic autism to teach this hard-to-reach group with severe social
difficulties about faces and emotions.

“The Shirley Foundation also funded the ARC to conduct a prevalence study of the rates of Asperger Syndrome (AS) in
the primary school age population in Cambridgeshire (age 4-11 years).
“This enabled the development of a new screening instrument, the CAST (Childhood Asperger Screening Test), sent to
10,000 children's parents. The researchers found an AS rate of at least 1 in 200. Funding from The Shirley Foundation
also supported the production of a video broadcast in 2006, for primary school teachers on how to recognize if a child has
AS.

“On the basis of their screening study in primary schools, the ARC together with the National Autistic Society have been
awarded a new grant by the Big Lottery to improve screening of autism spectrum conditions at 18 months of age, in order
to test if early detection and intervention lead to improved prognosis.”

Professor Simon Baron-Cohen, Director


